This paper presents a bibliometric study of US research literature emanating from Sri Lanka over 141 articles from the twa LIS journals for the period from 1997 to 2007.Data collected from the two journals namely Journal of University Librarian's Association (JULA) and the Sri Lanka Library Review were analyzed to examine the type of US research , areas of LIS research and research strategies and data collection methods used by the LIS researchers in Sri Lanka. This paper also
Introduction
Bibliometrics is associated with the quantitative measurement of documentary materials .It provides measurement that are useful for studying scholarly communication. Traditionally bi bliometrlc studies are used to measure the usage of materials and services within a library or to analyze the historical development of a specific body of literature.
History of Bibliometric studies
The history of bibliometrics go back more than a century yea.. The statistical analysis of scientific literature began more than 50 years before Journal of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka. Vol. 12. 2008 the term "bibliometrics" even was coined in 1969. The emerging field was described in terms such as "Statistical Bibliography". (Parnell,2008) The word "Bibliometrics" has been derived from Greek words, Biblio 
Bibliometric studies an LXS research Literature
The literature of library and information science as a discipline has been extensively researched from a variety of perspectives. The systematic study of subject trends in L I S literature has been justified as a selfreflexive exercise to determine the historical roots of present library practice (AtkinsJ988) and to predict research trends in future. Wersing and Neveling (1976) presented one early reflexive analysis of LIS .Their normative view of U S has been contrasted with empirical analysis where subject classifications, and methodological approaches were derived from an examination of literature samples. (Cano, l999) Various contact analyses of LIS research publications have been made by many scholars around the world. These content analysis of US research publications can be roughly divided into two types in several ways: One method distinguishes between analyses, analyzed samples published in the short term (generally in one year) and in the long term: these analyses can also be divided at the national and international levels: or, in the comprehensive fields of U S and in the limited fields of LIS. Although these studies have some kind of deficiencies , they all have contributed to the development of this research subject. (Cheng,1996) For this study mainly used as a base of the research articles of two well known scholars in this fetid Jarvelin and Vakkari in 1990 .In general, the content analysis model of Jarvelin and Vakkari consists of three parts:
1. 3. The methods: research strategies and data collection methods (Cheng,1996) It is difficult to identiw the categories of the authors of LIS articles in Sri
Lanka. Therefore only two parts of Jarvelin's and vakkari model use for data analyzing in this study.
1.
The distribution of the articles over the topic 2. The methods: research strategies and data collection methods
At present, it is difficult to derive an adequate understanding of the development of particular U S subject areas, their theoretical foundations, and preferred methodological approaches because results reported in the literature are not cornparable. (Jarvelin and Vakkari, 1990) Though bibliometrics has quite long history in the world very few studies on bibliometrics in U S research literature found in Sri Lanka.
Objectives of the study
The aim of this study is to study the growth and related aspects of US research literature for the period from 1997 to 2007 in Sri Lanka .The objectives of the study are:
1. to examine the characteristics of US research, research strategy used and data collection method 2. to assess the growth of literature
(22)
Journal of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka. Vol. 12. 2008 3. to study the Authorship pattern , authorship productivity, 4. to study citation pattern and self citations 5. to find length of papers 6. to find most productive authors 7. to study author's affiliation
Methodology and data collection Criteria for journal selection
In order to examine the characteristics and trend of the LIS research in Sri Lanka two reputed journals have been selected and the criteria for selection these two journals was regularization of publication which was necessary for longitudinal data analysis.
This study focused the articles published in the Journal of University 
Classification Scheme
The classification scheme for topics of US by Jarvelin and Vakkari (1990) was constructed of US and it's swbfield (Appendix 1) was adapted in 
Other variables
In order to presenting comprehensive overview of U S research literature following variables were also identified per article and noted down according to the year. Table 3 presents the distribution of articles over the topics. 
Distribution of research articles over topics

Research strategies used in the articles
The distribution of the research strategies in the articles from 1997 to 2007 is shown in the table 4.
The most popular research strategies used by US researchers were conceptual research method and the discussion paper which was in equal number ( 52) of articles. Authorship pattern and author productivity Table 6 shows the authorship pattern of the articles. given subject out of all authors, about 60 percent will have just one publication and 15 percent will have two publications, 7 percent of authors will have three publications and so on. According to Lotkas's Law of scientific productivity, only six percent of the authors in a field will produce more than 10 articles . Table 7 presents author productivity. Ranking of most productive author Table 8 presents the most productive authors in the US research area. 
Author's Institutional affiliation
Institutional affiliation of authors is divided into three categories namely higher educational institutions, government institutions and private organizations. Table 9 presents the distribution of authors by institutional affiliation. authors (6%0) could not be ascertained.
Citation pattern
The distribution of citation pattern is given in table 10. 
Author self-citation
The frequency of author self citations in the references of the articles are identified in table l l. The following conclusions are drawn from the study. 
